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Lauren Mobley wanted to give up her
career in fashion design and own a sim-
ple business closer to her parents in Hen-
dersonville. But she needed financing.

So Mobley turned to a new website
that linked her to a local lender. And now
she’s ready to launch her small Rock Hill-
based retail shop, Wild Birds Unlimited,
a small franchise that sells birdhouses
and accessories.
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You took a different approach to startup
financing. How did that work out?

BoeFly.com was introduced to me as
a brand new thing just starting out.
The bank I had in Philadelphia was
not down here. I had no contacts down
here. At BoeFly, it was very easy to fill
out the application and upload the sup-
porting documents. Then they reached
out to lenders in Rock Hill and the
surrounding area. I had a few banks
contact me. And I ended up getting in
touch with Cindy Adams at Palmetto
Bank (in Rock Hill). And I ended up
doing a small-business loan with them.

Are you worried about starting a new
business in this economy?

There is, of course, some concern.
But Wild Birds Unlimited has 30 years
of experience, and it’s one of those
hobbies that people take great amounts
of enjoyment in. But it’s not so expen-
sive that you can’t afford it. We sell
the experience of having birds in your
backyard and enjoying them — we're
not just selling bird seed.




